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five thousand had returned from exile in Dalmatia
under the guarantee of the Turkish authorities of
freedom from molestation on resuming their ordi-
nary vocations. These were all Catholics, and the
Catholics of Herzegovina and Bosnia have always
been submissive, even to all the rigors of the Turkish
rule, while the Orthodox Christians have been the
rebels, the popes being generally the captains in
time of war. Shefket, disregarding the guarantees
of his government, marched on the villages of Po-
povo, killed or carried away prisoners all the men
who did not escape again over the frontier, and
allowed the bashi-bazouks to plunder and ravage.
Male children were killed with the men; and the
women, abandoning everything they could not carry,
returned to Austrian territory, where I visited them
to get the facts of the matter.

The result was that I decided to go to Mostar and
lay the facts before the consuls, who had been
charged to form a commission to investigate and
report on the state of things in Herzegovina. I was
joined by the correspondent of " Le Temps " and a
Belgian engineer engaged on the new road beyond
Seraievo, and we engaged a courageous coachman
to drive us to the capital of Herzegovina, for timid
people would not venture to make the journey, such
was the anarchy of the country. As far as Metco-
vich we were in Austrian territory, but there we fell
into the Asiatic order of things, meeting a frontier
guard of ragged Turkish regulars, to whom the visas
on our passports seemed of small account, in view